FRANCE
ay between Metz and Thionville, in the valleys of the Moselle and its
Tributaries. The French industry was favoured by the facilities
for water transport to the coalfield of northern France, and to some
extent by the proximity of the German coalfield of the Saar. The
Saar, however, did not produce a good coking coal, and much of
the coke required was imported from Westphalia. On the other
hand, as German Lorraine contained comparatively small quantities
of calcareous ore, a large amount was imported from the Briey
plateau. The German output, moreover, was considerably larger
than the French, and what was not smelted in the vicinity of the
mines was sent either to the Ruhr or to the Saar.
Since 1918 Lorraine has passed under French control, and it is
interesting, if unsafe, to speculate upon its future development.
In order to provide for a supply of coke, without which many of
the blast furnaces in Lorraine would have had to be closed down,
the Peace Treaty stipulated that for 15 years Germany should
supply France with large quantities of coke and coal. Prior
to 1914 German Lorraine not only exported to Westphalia iron-
ore, but also considerable quantities of pig-iron and mild steel
for use in the steel and engineering works of the latter region.
The present position is somewhat as follows: In 1934-35 France
(with Algeria) produced one-fourth of the world's output of iron ore
and of that about one-half was exported, Germany and Belgium
each taking a considerable amount. As a producer of pig-iron and
steel, France (excluding the Saar) came after the United States,
Russia, Germany, and the United Kingdom with about 8 per cent
of the world's output of the former and 7 per cent of the latter.1
But during the six years, 1928-33, the average output of steel in
France was 8,000,000 tons and of that, on an average 38 per cent
was exported. At that time French industry was of the opinion that
external markets must be found for quite one-half of its products if
the output were to be in keeping with the immense expansion in capac-
ity.2 Actually a considerable quantity of seroi-manufacttired steel
still goes to the Ruhr, Britain, and Belgium. On the other hand,,
there is a marked advance in the quality of the French output, the
proportion of finished to semi-manufactured products steadily rising.
1 About 90 per cent of each comes from the region round Nancy, the
recovered Lorraine, and from the north.
* See Department of Overseas Trade Report, No 581) pp. 207-11.